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NOVember 19 ' 194? .

Lear Kim & Barbara-

A bt of a lull has cone over my vork todzy, mostly because
a chest cold made it difficult for me to concentrate on it, and
this gives ma time to write to you.

“he post hexre is a good one, or will be when it is5 entirely
integrated and the new lab is set up, budget stralghtcned out,&c.
Meantirme, I am trying to work as best I can in a ratier impro-
vised setup, Such things &8 water batlis, incubators, refrigerator
space and so on have to be borrowed from other labs here in the
Geretics building, and while everydne has been most coopexative
it st1ll makes it dirficult to worxrit efficlently. I have bern spen-
ding most effort on collecting fermmntution mutants in . coll
for comparative studles on enzyanic specifities. I have t:e mutants
now (culte & few lactoce- and maltose- negatives) but am impeded
mostly bty need for sarburg equipment and the like for the measure<
ment of enzyme activities. I oan't do very mich work on mutant
tranfformations until I can get some better facilities for growing
and colleoting large quantities of bacteria, These will be provided
for (except that the inflatlion wresks havoc witll. eny kind of
dbudget one can write-- prioes change while items are on oxderi!)
but the delivery situation on sclentific equipment is vexy poor
even NoOW.

There is no teaching to speak of-- 1 hxs' quiz secotion in elemen-
tary genetvics, and an informal scninar in microbial genetics whioh
is going ever very well now. There 18 a lot of disperse interest.
on this campus in these issues, and thils seninar seems %o be orys-
tallizing it out.If there were more rwom in the physioal plant
there would be better chance for expansion, but this is the most
serious single liniting factor-- as i1t 1s in every other university.

As you know, the 4AAS is meeting in Chicago this Christmas. Is
there any whance of your being interested enough to oome? Or is that
not when KCA/IIT is expeoted. Bow is the youngster geiting ont

We haven't found a decent place to live yet unfortunately, bdbut
prospects do appear occasionally ane I hope to be settlec before
too long. Meanwhile we have not uncomfortable quartexs in the "Univer:
sity Nousing project at Trumx Pield outside the cat$, more orcless
comparable to the Camp Shanks project. Give- ouxr best to FJRp and
the gang, and let's herxe from you.

Sinoerely s



